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yourself." The youngest did as desired, pushed her sister
off, instantly following herself. Providentially they alighted
on'the things spread to receive them, and were both miracu-
lously preserved.

By this dire calamity, eleven persons lost their lives.
The grief of the surviving daughters for their unfortunate
and much loved mother, their sisters, uncle, and domes-
tics who fell sacrifices to the all devouring flames, is
not to be described. Yet grievous as was their mis-
fortune, specially that of the eldest daughter, evils ac-
cumulated. Several years after the fatal fire, a young
nobleman as wealthy as amiable became enamoured of
Miss Molesworth, who resisted his suit for near a twelve-
month, on accouDt of her being a cripple. His perseverance
however prevailed ; she consented to marry him. Settle-
ments were drawn and a day actually appointed for the
ceremony ; only a few hours remained when he was brought
home a lifeless corpse; his horse having thrown him he
pitched upon his head and was killed on the spot. The
lenient hand of time alone recovered his luckless mistress
from this second irreparable disaster. The youngest of her
two sisters who threw herself from the top of the house
afterwards married a son of Mr. Ponsonby, the Speaker
of the Irish House of Commons.

Some weeks after my leaving Westminster in manner
above related, my father one day gravely addressed me,
observing that I had then been at home near two months,
during which, notwithstanding former misconduct he had
flattered himself with the daily hope that my spirit would
have induced me to propose some line of life for myself,
and not indolently continue to eat, drink, and sleep away
my time, labouring too, as I must feel I deserved, under his
and my mother's displeasure, but as he had been again
disappointed in his hopes, he would no longer support me
in idleness, (Upon this subject I had long wished to speak
and was only deterred from a consciousness of my ill-
behaviour, and how little I deserved to be believed as to
any assurances I might make, I therefore put it off from